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Edward Mergel

The 2006 Thailand Study Tour to Chulalongkorn University in
Bangkok took place in September and October, and consisted of
26 students, 17 female and 9 male, with 14 students going
overseas for the first time. What a pleasure it was, to escort these
young people abroad, for they taught me so much about the value
of cooperation. Allow me to describe a few key moments of the
tour by repeating the students' words, followed by my comments
and/or replies in parentheses.

"Mr. Mergel, are we really going to go to Thailand? Is it safe in
Bangkok?"

(Yes, it was safe in Bangkok and everywhere we went in Thailand.
The coup was not a problem for any of the students. As one of the
students wrote in his tour report: "It was a Thai-style coup. The
people were protesting against the military, not the king. There
would be a real revolution if they protested against the king.")

"Mr. Mergel, the students at Chulalongkorn University are so
serious, and none of them smokes!"

(Very true. We are now at one of the best universities in Southeast
Asia! Don't forget, "When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do!")

"Mr. Mergel, I'm not sure what I want to do in the future, but I
think this tour has helped me think about that. I think I want to
help people in the future."(a student on the farewell boat cruise,
while crying)

(Bravo! Do what your heart tells you. And don't think about the
nationality of the people you are helping.)

"Mr. Mergel, we made it back to Japan safely. I'll never forget the
time I spent in Thailand. I want to go back to Thailand again!"(a
student at Narita airport)

(Now you understand why we went to Thailand!)

In class with the teacher
at Chulalongkorn University
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