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The progress of Japanese university students majoring in English.

This presentation attempts to measure progress in English grammar, vocabulary, and reading
comprehension among English majors after their first three years of study. Tests were
constructed from items previously used in Daito’s English entrance exams; administered to
a large 3rd-year elective class; and the matched-item performance of the original exam
candidates (high-school seniors) was taken as a baseline for comparison. The first two
studies were reported in Sigley (2016: Studies in Foreign Languages 17, 165-182); the

current presentation adds results of a follow-up study on (dialogue) reading comprehension.

On all three tests, the university English majors performed little better on average than the
high-school seniors. Students who had entered through entrance exams scored significantly
higher on average than those who had entered through interview procedures; however, even
the exam entrants showed no higher test scores on average than had the original exam

candidates for the English department.
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